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IIT Delhi staff turn the clocks back at Rashtrapati Bhavan  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/iit-delhi-staff-turn-the-clocks-back-at-rashtrapati-
bhavan/articleshow/48195970.cms 

NEW DELHI: At Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi, two British Raj clock towers stopped ticking some years back. One of 
the British companies that made these does not exist, and the other asked for a huge amount of money only to have a 
look. The President's office started looking for local experts, and finally found them at IIT Delhi. The clocks have started 
ticking again, and the president will inaugurate them this weekend.  
 
The two 'Big Ben' kind of clocks of the Victorian Era were noticed when the restoration work of two towers was taken up 
a few years ago by the Indian National trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (Intach).  
 

The president's office decided to restore these and started hunting for someone to fix the two masterpieces. The most 
obvious choice for them was to get back to the British companies that had manufactured these.  

Tracing down almost century-old companies was not an easy task at all either for the president office or Intach. Finally, 
they found one British company that was ready to send down a couple of its dealers to India.  

"One of the British companies had shut down years back and the other one was ready to send its dealers but the cost 
was very high. Two months ago, we reached out to IIT Delhi," said a government official who is part of the restoration 
work, on condition of anonymity.  

It was not an easy task though. With no model, manual or written guide, restoring these clocks was almost like solving a 
jigsaw puzzle. "Under the cobwebs and layers of dust were hidden these Big Ben kind of clocks with four dials and sides. 
We had to be very careful as this is a heritage property," said SR Kale, a faculty at mechanical engineering department of 
IIT Delhi involved in the restoration.  

The old nomenclature of addressing these towers as schedule A and Schedule B continue at Rashtrapati Bhawan. The 
Schedule B clock is around 10 years older thaan the Schedule A clock, which is about 80-85 years old. Also, the Schedule 
B clock is like a cuckoo clock that works with the help of a pendulum. "There are no electronics in this one. No one 
makes these clocks nowadays," said Kale.  

IIT Delhi faculty and staff decided not to dismantle these clocks but to go in stages. "Had we opened these completely, 
they would have surely broken. We took up a component/piece every day," he said.  

The Schedule A clock turned out to be a tad easier to repair. "We first thought it was a pendulum clock but it turned out 
to be an electrically-operated clock," said another faculty member, Sudipto Mukherjee.  
 
Apart from Mukherjee and Kale, others in the restoration team include Rachna Joshi, Dharminder Jaitley, Arvind SA and 
Harvesh.  

The Schedule A tower clock will be inaugurated by the president oin Friday while the Schedule B clock tower will be 
inaugurated this Saturday, said a government official.  
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IIT-Hyderabad innovation makes telecardiology cheaper 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/science/IIT-Hyderabad-innovation-makes-telecardiology-

cheaper/articleshow/48209274.cms 

CHENNAI: Telecardiology, when it was first introduced, was upheld as a technology that would revolutionise cardiac care 

by bridging the gap between primary and secondary care. It is undoubtedly a viable option to reach people in remote 

locations, but its efficacy is restricted because of constraints with bandwidth and power, which are required to send 

electrocardiogram (ECG) signals to nearby diagnostic facility for specialist interpretation.  

 

Now these limitations have been rectified by professors at Indian Institute of Technology, Hyderabad. They have 

developed a new system to identify and transmit only anomalous ECG signals to the diagnostic centre, thereby saving 

more than 80% of the bandwidth and power without significantly sacrificing diagnostic accuracy.  

 

The new system requires a low-cost device at the individual's end that records only 20% of ECG samples compared to 

the conventional method. It is transmitted to a sub-centre through a Bluetooth-like technology with low bandwidth. At 

the sub-centre, a classifier (software) identifies normal and abnormal heart beats. The abnormal signals are then 

converted into short text messages through the software and sent to the diagnostic facility. At the facility, the messages 

are converted to signals through a software for examination by specialist, who will, in turn, send his diagnosis through 

short text messages. The project has been funded by the department of information and technology.  

 

Conventional telecardiology works in a similar manner except that the entire ECG data is sent to the diagnostic centre. 

This method creates issues as the data sometimes could not be sent on a low bandwidth or when there is an unreliable 

power connection.  

 

Assistant professor at department of electrical engineering, IIT Hyderabad, Soumya Jana says telecardiology is widely 

used in countries like Brazil, where the system works through a landline connection. But an individual has to spend 

around Rs600 to avail the facility. "In India, we cannot afford that amount. Also, there are villages that neither have a 

landline facility nor a power grid. Though we have mobile network in villages, they are unreliable to transmit something 

as sensitive as ECG signals," he adds. 

NIT-T to set up Research Park 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/nitt-to-set-up-research-park/article7458871.ece 

The National Institute of Technology – Tiruchi will set up a research park integrating research programmes in 

collaboration with various universities, institutions and industries across the globe. It has identified about 20 

areas for this park where research programmes will be taken up in course of time, said its Director, S. 

Sundarrajan. 

Addressing the media on Thursday, Dr. Sundarrajan said the scope of research was bright in various disciplines. 

All research projects currently on in coordination with various institutions would be merged by the middle of 

2016 for forming the park. 

The NIT-T has entered into MoUs with State University of New York and the Georgia Tech for taking up 

research in electronics. “The package aims at design and development of various electronic gadgets,” he said. 

The other research areas identified were nano-products, structural stability and forensic engineering. It had also 
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entered into MoU with the Central Electro Chemical Research Institute, Karaikudi. “The infrastructure and 

laboratory available at Karaikudi will be utilised for taking up various research projects,” he said. The Neyveli 

Lignite Corporation (NLC) has approached the NIT-T seeking technical assistance to check corrosion of bucket 

wheel excavator, a giant machinery used for excavating lignite at its mines. The NLC had been incurring a huge 

expenditure running to several thousand crores towards its investment on the excavators. The NIT-T was 

working on evolving methods for checking the corrosion for which NLC had sanctioned Rs. 5.50 crore, he 

added. 

Vijayamohanan K. Pillai, Director of CECRI, who was present, said the faculty of the CECRI and the NIT-T 

have initiated a few projects. “The thrust was on checking corrosion of materials,” he said. 

No final govt view on net neutrality yet: Ravi Shankar Prasad  

http://www.hindustantimes.com/technology-topstories/no-final-govt-view-on-net-neutrality-yet-stresses-

telecom-minister-again/article1-1372313.aspx 

The recent report submitted by the government on net neutrality was not the final one, and the final view is still 

awaited, parliament was informed on Wednesday. 

"The committee of officers constituted by the Department of Telecommunications on net neutrality has 

submitted its report. However, it is not the final report nor the government has taken any final view," 

communications and IT minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said in a written reply to the Lok Sabha. 

The report, submitted by the panel headed by technocrat AK Bhargava, was made public on JulRavi Shankar 

Prasad y 16, and said it favoured an end to the free call regime over the internet. 

"The government is committed to the fundamental principles and concept of net neutrality and strives for non-

discriminatory access to the internet for all citizens of the country," the minister added. 

Prasad also mentioned that the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) was engaged in a consultation 

process covering issues related to net neutrality, whose recommendations were awaited. 

"Based on the committee report, comments and suggestions received and recommendations of TRAI, the 

government will take a considered decision on various aspects of net neutrality, in the best interest of the 

country," Prasad added. 
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IIT Madras Awards Over 2000 Degrees for First Time  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil_nadu/IIT-Madras-Awards-Over-2000-Degrees-for-First-

Time/2015/07/25/article2938701.ece 

CHENNAI: IIT Madras, Chennai's premier technical institute, has crossed yet another milestone this year: it 

awarded 2234 degrees to its graduates at its 52nd convocation on Friday, crossing the 2000 mark for the first 

time since its inception.  

"For the first time in our history, the number of graduates passing out has crossed 2000. The number of Ph.D. 

degrees awarded, in particular, has increased 18 per cent crossing the 200 mark to 212 this year," beamed IIT-

M's director, Bhaskar Ramamurthi.  

The milestone comes in the wake of intake increase during 2008-2010, when the number of seats increased 

from 612 (2008) to 713 (2009) and 838 (2010).  

Reading from the director's report for the year, Ramamurthi also listed other achievements of the institute the 

past year: from more students upgrading to the Ph.D program in the institute hitting 59, 73 high achievers being 

admitted directly to Bachelor's degrees and 33 industry professionals enrolling for Ph.Ds.  

"Overall, our Ph.D intake per year has crossed our plan target of 80 per cent of the faculty strength," said 

Ramamurthi.  

IIT-M has also done well in research, with 1089 papers published in international journals and 105 in national 

ones. "This figure has grown a sharp 30 per cent over the last year," said Ramamurthi.  

Research papers presented in international and domestic conferences had also gone up by 50 per cent, with 533 

papers presented internationally and 153 domestically this year.  

New project sanctions from industry had also increased by 20 per cent over last year, with `64 crore in industry 

projects getting sanctioned for the institute. 

IIT-R expulsions: Students file appeal at HC 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/IIT-R-expulsions-Students-file-appeal-at-

HC/articleshow/48206846.cms 

NAINITAL: After the Uttarakhand high court upheld the decision of expelling 64 students by the administration of IIT-

Roorkee, many of the students filed a special appeal on Friday in the HC to reconsider the verdict.  

 

Though the number of students filing the appeal remained unconfirmed, lawyers for the expelled students confirmed 

that special appeal had already been filed, which would be heard on July 27. "We have filed the  

 

special appeal with a request to look into the matter again, as it is a question of so many young lives," said a lawyer for 

the students.  

 

Expelled students expressed their grievances about the deep impact of the HC order against them. "I can't say anything 

against the high court, but the expulsion, followed by the court order has almost shattered our families. I hope our 

special appeal will be considered," said an expelled student on condition of anonymity.  
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Many of the students said they were disgruntled yet demonstrated some will to sail through the rough phase. Parents 

and guardians also told TOI that they may consider other career options for their children if nothing came out of this.  

 

The Uttarakhand high court on July 22 dismissed the writ petition of 64 students, whereas petitions of two students 

were disposed off with an order to IIT officials to reconsider their case within a week as they had scored a CGPA above 

five, fulfilling at least one of the two criteria for admission in next year.  

 

Meanwhile, after students staged a protest and most of the second-year students did not attend any lectures at the 

institute's campus from 8 am till 1 pm on Thursday, angered over the HC decision to uphold the expulsion order, 

institute officials had put up notices across the IIT campus warning that disciplinary action would be taken against 

demonstrators. No protests were held after these notices were put up.  

 

However, despite the warning, students are mulling a mass protest against the expulsions on Saturday morning and 

banners and posters are being prepared. "We approached many professors for guidance and were only told that since 

the court's verdict is already out, nothing much can be done. We can just file an appeal again and try one more time," 

one of the expelled students told TOI.  

 

"Over 500 students from various branches participated in the protest and rally on Thursday. The notice by the 

administration to initiate disciplinary action against participants only suggests that our demand is right and the institute 

is scared. If every single student comes out in support and boycotts classes, they might have to reconsider the decision," 

said an agitated first-year expelled student. 
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